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The 25th Graz conference
was held at our university (UVMB)
The Graz conference on human and
veterinary medical education is known
from 1995, with the aim to improve and
modernize the medical teaching for
both human and veterinary doctors.
The conference has a theme each
year. Last year, although it was online,
the teaching of life skills was discussed
with speakers from all over the world.
This April the use of the artificial
intelligence (AI), the digital
technologies (DT) and the
virtual/augmented reality (VR/AR) was
in focus. This topic is cutting edge and
highly trending in veterinary and
medical education. The invited
speakers were either veterinary or
medical educators.
MÍRA MÁNDOKI, ISTVÁN TÓTH
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On Thursday, 21 of April, after the
opening words of Prof. Tibor Bartha,
vice-rector of the university, two keynote
lectures followed by Andrew Maccabe
(USA) and Pierre Lekeux (Belgium). Dr.
Andrew T. Maccabe, the Chief Executive
Officer of the American Association of
Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC)
summarized the future of the veterinary
education; talking about telemedicine,
robotics, personalized learning and
highlighted the positive effect of
periodic accreditation process of
medical establishments. Prof. Lekeux,
the director of European System of
Evaluation of Veterinary Training
(ESEVT/EAEVE) emphasized the effect
of digital technologies (DT) and artificial
intelligence (AI) on veterinary training.
He divided his speech about modern
technologies into two main points:
improvement of veterinary teaching by
introducing DT/AI, on the other hand
he underlined the importance of
preparation of the students to the use of
DT/AI in their everyday routine.
The next session contained short
lectures about the use of AI/DT/VR/AR.
Gyula Balka, associate professor
(UVMB, Pathology) summarized the
possibilities of the 3DHistech slide
scanner in teaching, research,
consultation, and diagnostic work. Lilla
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Prof. János Kollár, clinical and mental health psychologist
Dénes , research fellow (UVMB,
Pathology) showed the function and
operation of the Swinostics, which is a
portable diagnostic tool in swine heard
management developed in the frame of
a European Union project. Szabolcs
Budaházy , manager (ARWorks)
explained the possible use of VR/AR in
medical teaching and his firm allowed
us to try these oculus tools during an
onsite demo.
After lunch, Prof. János Kollár, clinical
and mental health psychologist (SU,
Institute of Behavioural Sciences)
explained his study about using
immersive virtual reality (VR) for
changing the attitude of medical
students in a positive way towards
people living with dementia. The next
session was about 3D anatomy. Taimur
Alavi (founder of „ivalalearn.com”)
d es c r i b e d t h e u s e o f d i gi t a l
reconstruction and educational
technologies to improve access to and
the quality of supplemental anatomical
teaching materials. He talked about the
different methods, software, and
approaches generating the 3D training.
Czeibert Kálmán , veterinarian
(LimesVet Ltd.) demonstrated the role
of 3D modelling in veterinary teaching
and clinical reconstruction procedures

with spectacular illustrations. During
coffee break the participants could look
at the posters to be presented later in the
evening on a TV screen and watch
slideshows from previous Graz
conferences. For the upcoming lecture we
walked to the Zimmermann lecture hall
of the Anatomy department, where
László Zoltán Reinitz, senior lecturer
(UVMB, Department of Anatomy and
Histology) held a live demonstration with
the 3D projector of the Anatomy. All
participants, medical and veterinary
educators enjoyed the experience of
using 3D glasses to better understand the
anatomical structures.
After this lecture we invited our
Hungarian and international guests to
visit the magnificent campus of the
university. Anna Szilasi, senior lecturer
(UVMB, Pathology) guided the
participants interested through the
buildings, along the park and to the small
animal clinic while talking about the past,
present and future of our university.
From 6 pm, under the motto „In VIN
veritas” a “posterparty” combined with a
wine tasting started that was sponsored
by the Veterinary Information Network
(VIN). The authors of the posters
introduced their research with a glass of
wine in their hands standing in front of
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their digital posters. The atmosphere of
the event was very nice, and all the
participants noted the outstanding way
of presenting posters.
During first session on Friday morning
Renate Weller (Canada), Sarah Baillie
(UK), Evelyn Steinberg (Austria) and
Lucy Murray (UK) presented their
lectures online, as due to different
reasons (distance, overlapping program
or even Covid positivity) they could not
be with us in person. Renate Weller (the
dean of the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine at the Calgary University)
highlighted the advantage of using lowcost digital solutions in veterinary
education besides the expensive digital
tools. Sarah Baillie (Professor emeritus
at the Bristol Veterinary University)
explained the strengths of the flipped
classroom approach based on the
behavioral changes due to the
pandemics. She emphasized the
importance of balance between
blending, innovation, pedagogy and
evidence. Evelyn Steinberg, psychologist
(researcher at Vetmeduni Vienna)
talked about self-regulated learning in
technology enhanced medical
education. This lecture raised the
interest of the participants and Evelyn
got a lot of questions after her talk. Lucy

the gamification effects students find
during studying for their exam. András
Dávid Nagy, associate professor
(University of Pécs, Medical School,
Anatomy) who is interested in
understanding and preserving old
European traditions of teaching and
learning medicine, discussed if it is
possible to preserve both the high
quality and prestige of content delivery
while increasing the engagement of
students in more thinking activities for
skills development. Cécile Yvon (VetAI.com, head of Clinical Unit), our
graduate from 2014, showed a digital
platform which can be used for an early
diagnosis and explained the advantages
of telemedicine and AI for improved
welfare and for the future of veterinary
care. The last speaker of the day, Balázs
Gerics (Vetmeduni Vienna, Anatomy)
explained the possibilities in blended
learning stating that it is more than a
combination of in-person and online
learning.
During Gala dinner besides eating the
amazing food, new friendships were
bound, nice discussions took place and
professional collaborations were built.
Soon it was 10 pm when we had to
leave, so we encouraged the
participants to either continue the chats
elsewhere or save
their thoughts
until next
morning.
On Saturday we
had the “VIN
Europe” morning
( Ve t e r i n a r y
In f o r m a t i o n
Network, VIN)
with a set of nice
Colleagues from the University of Veterinary and p r es e n t a t i o n s.
Márton Balogh,
Pharmaceutical Scienses Brno (Czech Republic)
fellow researcher

Murray (ADInstruments) presented the
electronic teaching portfolio of her firm
featuring the new pedagogical ways for
teaching modern students.
In the afternoon, Alessandra de
Cesare (Italy) and Alessandro Seguino
(UK) introduced us to the virtual
slaughterhouse program project which
was designed to teach special topics of
food hygiene in Bologna. After their
lecture they guided us through virtually
with a demo where we experienced all
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(UVMB, Department and Clinic of
Internal Medicine) introduced some
functions and features of VIN. Soon it
was clear that the modules seen in his
lecture represent the tip of an iceberg. In
the next two lectures Stijn Niessen
(VIN.com) honorary professor in Internal
Medicine at the Royal Veterinary
College talked about the AI-driven
disease prediction and explained the
virtual internship system of VIN.
The last event of the conference was a

panel discussion about the future of
medical and veterinary education based
on the lectures of the conference led by
Bertalan Péter Farkas (Tempus Public
Foundation). Members of the round table
discussion were Andrew Maccabe, Tibor
Bartha, Márton Balogh and András
Dávid Nagy. Closing words were
addressed to the on site and online
audience by Vice rector Tibor Bartha.
The CV-s of the speakers, the recorded
lectures and the outlines of the talks can
be found on the website of the event
(graco2022.univet.hu).
During the 3-day-long conference
around 100 people participated each day,
and 20 to 25 people followed the lectures
online thanks to Anna Papp (IT Unit) who
constantly observed the streaming and
kept off any technical problems. We
would like to thank the Rector that the
event was hosted in the Aula, the main
hall of the University which gives a special
dignity to the conference. The university
staff helped a lot by arranging the hall
according to our needs. According to
feedbacks received the participants were
impressed by the quality of the
presentations and the very friendly
environment our team created, they also
were amazed by the campus of our
university and found the conference very
useful. We were happy to see that some of
our local colleagues also joined the
conference to listen to some lectures as
there were excellent thought-provoking
presentations. Few students also
appeared despite the busy programs of
the parallel ongoing Equus days.
The whole event was very cheerful and
familiar, we gained a lot of new ideas,
experiences and made new friends from
all over the world.

“Project no. MEC_SZ 141451 has been
implemented with the support provided by
the Ministry of Innovation and Technology
of Hungary from the National Research,
Development and Innovation Fund,
financed under the MECENATÚRA
MEC_SZ_21 funding scheme.”
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